Youth Participation as an Indicator of Sustainable Development

What can CSD and governments do to capitalize on the skills and ideas of youth?

There are 1.1 billion young people between the ages of 15 and 24. At this CSD, there are only 5 official youth delegates. We are here to tell you what youth could do to implement the outcomes of the WSSD. Youth already organize themselves on the ground. Young people are eager and willing to join into global, national and local problem solving efforts. Shouldn’t our governments pay heed and take advantage of these potential resources? 
Youth of the world are interested and capable of participating in national and local government decision making processes, which can help improve planning and sustainable development implementation. Youth participation at a national level is therefore an indicator of sustainable development; it reflects the ability of governments to capitalize on the skills and ideas of a valuable yet often marginalized group. 
Youth participation is a right and enabling effective youth participation is an obligation to which most governments of the world have already committed themselves. However, the impact of youth participation on government decisions has been unsatisfactory so far. CSD should therefore provide guidelines and mechanisms for the accountability and credibility of youth participation at all levels, as well as monitoring mechanisms through which to review and evaluate the extent to which youth concerns have been integrated into national decision-making.
Youth groups should continue to use self-organized mechanisms to identify their representatives. We believe that it is at the national and local levels that young people must have a primary right to participate. Beyond youth-specific issues, young people have innovative ideas, new perspectives and dynamism to bring to the resolution of broader issues. 
We do not believe that there is one effective form of youth participation. Globally, both young people and their communities are heterogeneous. Within a social justice and human rights framework we nonetheless hold that there are certain universal principles that youth participation and representation should follow.  Following these principles we seek to identify prerequisites for effective youth participation at local and national levels. 
· Formal representative bodies should provide young people with a direct access point to government and policy, encouraging real, rather than symbolic, participation in political decision-making. These bodies would act to empower youth by allowing young people as individuals or members of youth organizations to have the opportunity to take part in formal decision-making.  

· The government should consult with the national and local bodies in formulating policies or laws that will directly or indirectly affect young people. This may be achieved by members meeting regularly with ministers and government representatives. 
· These bodies should be established by the enactment of legislation. In this way young people will understand that the government is serious about involving them in governmental decision making processes.
· Legal provisions should be introduced making it compulsory for government to analyze the impact of governmental decisions on young people in consultation with these bodies. 

· Governments must include youth representatives on national delegations to the CSD.

The great resource of youth is our ability to communicate with each other.  Let us spread the word of WSSD—help us obtain the resources to coordinate each other and create the tools to teach each other how to live for a sustainable future.  No one else is going to do it but us—let us get started now.
